
Board of Education

February 16, 2022

Dear Community Members:

Downers Grove Grade School District 58 has taken a big step forward in 
recent years to improve its curricular rigor and consistency, in spite of 
the pandemic. The District is now focused on how best to protect and 
improve its school facilities.

District 58’s school buildings range from 53 to 94 years old. While the 
District has worked hard to maintain these 13 facilities, repairs and  
renovations are needed to protect and improve them. 

With help from a 43-member Citizen Task Force, District 58 has  
developed a plan to address its most pressing facility needs. Proposed 
improvements would focus on health, safety and security challenges; 
ventilation and temperature control needs; building code issues;  
outdated mechanical systems; deteriorated roofing and building  
envelopes; and outdated classrooms and science labs.

The proposed repairs and renovations are anticipated to provide many 
benefits, including creating safer and more secure schools, extending the 
useful life of the District’s school buildings, reducing costly emergency 
repairs, improving energy efficiency and relieving overcrowding.  

As part of the plan, the District is also considering grade reconfiguration. 
District 58 is one of only two school districts in DuPage County that still 
has grade 7-8 middle schools. The proposal under consideration would 
expand the District’s two middle schools to accommodate sixth-grade 
students. These improvements are expected to provide academic and 
social benefits for sixth graders, while cutting operational costs and 
relieving overcrowding at the elementary schools.

Due to the scope of the building improvement needs, District 58  
cannot fund this work without community support. The current  
proposal being considered would require voter approval of a  
$179 million bond referendum, with an estimated annual tax impact 
of $229 for a $300,000 home. This investment would improve each of 
District 58’s 13 school buildings.

District 58 has lived within its means. The last time district voters  
approved funding for building improvements was 30 years ago. In fact, 
the last time voters approved funding for districtwide improvements was in 
the early 1950s. In addition, before considering pursuing a referendum, the 
District restructured its bonded debt for savings, modified its fund  
balance policy to eliminate short-term borrowing needs, and sold  
unneeded assets to help reduce the size of a possible request.

Currently, District 58 has the lowest property tax rate among all large 
DuPage County elementary school districts, as defined by the Illinois 
State Board of Education. In fact, even with voter approval of the  
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District 58 has the lowest tax rate among 
all large DuPage County elementary 
school districts, as defined by the Illinois 
State Board of Eduction.

Even with voter approval of the proposed 
bond referendum, District 58 would still 
have the lowest property tax rate among all 
large DuPage County elementary districts.

Anticipated Benefits of  
District 58’s Funding Proposal

Property Tax Rate Comparison

Making our local schools safer 
and more secure

Extending the useful life of  
existing facilities 

Reducing costly  
emergency repairs

Improving energy efficiency

Enhancing ADA accessibility

Creating classrooms that 
leverage instructional technology, 
promote collaboration and can 
adapt to existing and future 
teaching methods

Maintaining high-performing 
schools that protect  
property values



proposed bond referendum, District 58 would still have the lowest property tax rate among all large DuPage 
County elementary school districts. 

Nothing is set in stone at this time. You, the taxpayer, have the final say when it comes to how we protect and 
improve our local schools. Please review the enclosure, which provides more details about District 58’s capital 
improvement needs, proposed solutions and upcoming community information meetings. We would also greatly 
appreciate your participation in a public opinion survey that will be mailed to your home next month. 

The first four community information meetings and middle school tours will take place:
• Thursday, March 3, 2022, 6:30-8:00 pm, Herrick Middle School
• Saturday, March 5, 2022, 9:00-10:30 am, O’Neill Middle School
• Thursday, March 10, 2022, 6:30-8:00 pm, O’Neill Middle School
• Saturday, March 12, 2022, 9:00-10:30 am, Herrick Middle School

Thank you for taking the time to learn more about District 58’s school building needs and proposed  
solutions. No action will be taken until August, providing time for additional public input and to refine the  
proposal as needed.

Respectfully, 

Darren Hughes Gregory Harris Kirat Doshi Melissa Ellis
Board President Board Vice President Board Member Board Member

Emily Hanus Steve Olczyk Tracy Weiner Dr. Kevin Russell
Board Member Board Member Board Member Superintendent

P.S. If you are unable to attend one of our upcoming community information meetings and have questions or 
comments regarding the preliminary facility improvement proposals being considered, please contact  
Superintendent Dr. Kevin Russell at krussell@dg58.org or (630) 719-5803. Additional information is available  
on the District’s website at www.dg58.org. 


