
INSIDE...
u  Answers to frequently asked questions 

regarding District 58’s funding proposal

u  Details regarding possible  
building and site improvements

u  Opportunities for the community  
to weigh in on the bond proposal  
being considered

www.dg58.org

Why is Downers Grove Grade School District 58 
considering placing a bond referendum  
on the November 2022 ballot? 
District 58 seeks to protect and improve its 13 school 
buildings. The proposed improvements would create safer 
and more secure learning environments, extend the useful 
life of the District’s facilities, reduce costly emergency 
repairs, improve energy efficiency and help address 
overcrowding in many of our local elementary schools. 

When was the last time voters in District 58  
approved funding for building improvements?
The last time District 58 voters approved funding for 
building improvements was 30 years ago. In fact, the 
last time voters approved funding for districtwide 
improvements was in the early 1950s. 

Has the District properly maintained its  
school buildings?
District 58 has been proactive in addressing repairs. 
However, there are major capital investments, like replacing 
outdated mechanical, plumbing, electrical and HVAC 
systems, for which the District has been unable to fund. 

How old are District 58’s school buildings?
District 58’s schools are 53 to 94 years old. 

How would the proposed referendum impact  
District 58’s tax rate?
Based on current property tax rates, even with the 
passage of  the proposed referendum, District 58’s tax rate 
would remain the lowest among all large DuPage County 
elementary school districts, as defined by the Illinois State 
Board of Education, moving from 1.98 to 2.21.
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   District 58 seeks to address its 
highest priority capital facility 
needs, making our 13 schools 
healthier, safer and more secure.

“
”-  Dr. Kevin Russell 

Superintendent 
Downers Grove Grade School District 58 Property Tax Rate Comparison

Source: 2020 DuPage County Tax Booklet

Proposed  
Improvements  
at Each  
District 58 School
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Maintenance
State-Mandated Repairs:

 - Fire Alarms

 - Clocks/PA/Intercom Systems

 - ADA Signage

 - Doors/Hardware

 - Bleachers

Roofing

Building Envelope

Plumbing

Electrical Repairs/Panelboards

Bathroom Renovations

Health, Safety & Security
Secure Vestibules (Entryways)

Comprehensive Indoor Air Quality,  
Heating & Ventilation Systems and  
Equipment Improvements

Air Conditioning with Required  
Electrical Upgrades

Grade 6-8 Reconfiguration
Additional Classrooms & Science Labs  
to Accommodate Sixth-Grade Students

Consolidation of Staff & Student  
Support Spaces

Expansion/Remodel of Existing  
Cafeterias & Kitchen Additions

Library Improvements

Collaboration Spaces

(Partial Addition & Renovation of Both Herrick and O’Neill Middle Schools)

Belle Aire and El Sierra Elementary Schools are already air conditioned and require limited HVAC-related upgrades.

Figure 1

Facility improvements would be addressed at each  
of District 58’s 13 schools.

Scan the QR code to watch  
videos about District 58’s  
capital facility challenges, 
or go to www.dg58.org/videos.



Maintenance
• State-Mandated Repairs:

 - Fire Alarms
 - Clocks/PA/Intercom Systems
 - ADA Signage
 - Doors/Hardware
 - Bleachers

• Roofing
• Building Envelope
• Plumbing
• Site Improvements
• Electrical Repairs/Panelboards
• Bathroom Renovations

Health, Safety & Security
• Secure Vestibules (Entryways)
• Comprehensive Indoor Air Quality,  

Heating & Ventilation Systems and  
Equipment Improvements

• Air Conditioning with Required  
Electrical Upgrades

Grade 6-8 Reconfiguration
(Partial Addition & Renovation of Both
Herrick and O’Neill Middle Schools)
• Additional Classrooms & Science Labs to 

Accommodate Sixth-Grade Students
• Consolidation of Staff & Student  

Support Spaces
• Expansion/Remodel of Existing Cafeterias &  

Kitchen Additions
• Library Improvements
• Collaboration Spaces

What specific capital facility improvements 
would be addressed by the proposed 
referendum?
Referendum proceeds would address critical 
maintenance projects; health, safety and security 
upgrades; and expansion of the two middle schools 
(Herrick and O’Neill) to allow for the addition of  
sixth-grade students. 

Please see details below.  

Figure 1 provides a summary of proposed capital 
improvements at each District 58 school.

Estimated Annual Tax Impact: 

Home Value
$250,000
$300,000
$500,000
$750,000
Rate Increase

Tax Impact
$191
$229
$382
$574
.23

Making our local 
schools safer and 
more secure

Extending the  
useful life of  
existing facilities 

Reducing costly 
emergency repairs

Improving energy 
efficiency

Enhancing ADA 
accessibility

Maintaining  
high-performing 
schools that protect 
property values

Creating classrooms that leverage 
instructional technology, promote 
collaboration and can adapt to existing 
and future teaching methods

What are the benefits of the proposed 
maintenance projects and health/safety/
security upgrades?
There are many anticipated benefits of the proposed 
capital facility improvements, including:

How has District 58 done its homework in 
identifying and prioritizing its capital  
facility needs?
District 58 retained Illinois-based Wight & Company, 
an architecture, engineering and construction services 
firm, to assist in-house facilities staff in identifying and 
prioritizing the District’s capital facility needs. Wight also 
developed detailed cost estimates.

To what extent has the community already 
weighed in on the proposed building 
improvements?
A Citizen Task Force—comprised of community members, 
business, civic and educational leaders, parents and 
non-parents, senior citizens and other stakeholders—has 
helped vet the proposed improvements.

What is the total cost of the proposed 
improvements? 
The District anticipates borrowing $179 million through 
a bond issue, with the funds allocated as follows: $58.6 
million for maintenance projects, $67.6 million for 
health, safety and security upgrades and $52.8 million 
for the partial addition and renovation of the middle 
schools to accommodate sixth-grade students.

Before considering a referendum, what 
finance-related action steps has the  
District taken?
The District restructured its bonded debt for savings, 
modified its fund balance policy to eliminate short-term 
borrowing needs, and sold unneeded assets to help 
reduce the size of a possible request. 

What is the estimated tax impact of the 
proposed bond measure?  
The following is a breakdown of the estimated annual 
tax impact of the proposed 20-year, $179 million bond 
measure by home value:

When will the Board of Education make 
a decision regarding pursuing a bond 
referendum?
The Board will make a final decision in August, 
providing time for additional public input. 

What oversight would be in place?
All spending from a voter-approved bond measure 
would be publicly disclosed and project updates would 
be presented at community information meetings as 
well as on District 58’s website: www.dg58.org.

How can residents provide input on the 
proposed building improvements and 
funding proposal?
District 58 will be gathering public input through public 
information meetings, with times and locations posted 
at www.dg58.org. A public opinion survey will also 
be mailed to every registered voter household. Your 
participation is greatly appreciated.

Why does District 58 want to move sixth-grade students to the middle schools? 
There are many anticipated benefits tied to moving sixth-grade students to the middle schools, including:

Do other DuPage County school districts offer a 6-8 middle school model? 
Yes, almost every DuPage County elementary school district has a 6-8 middle school model in place. In fact, District 58 is  
one of only two DuPage County school districts that still has a grade 7-8 middle school model. 

71 871 663,5142 2XIt has been 71 years since 
District 58 voters approved 
funding for districtwide  
building improvements.

District 58’s 13 schools 
are collectively 871 years old, 
with an average age of 67. The 
schools range in age from 53 to 
94 years old.

 
District 58 maintains 663,514 
square feet of facilities,  
including 284 classrooms.

District 58 is one of only two 
DuPage County school districts that 
does not have a grade 6-8 middle 
school model in place.

Almost half of all large 
DuPage County elementary school 
districts, as defined by the ISBE, have 
a tax rate that is at least two times 
greater than District 58’s tax rate.

Giving sixth graders full access to their curriculum: 
Sixth graders currently cannot complete the full 
sixth-grade curriculum outlined in the State’s learning 
standards. For example, elementary schools lack the 
science labs needed for the sixth grade chemistry unit.

Reducing overcrowding: Many District 58 elementary 
schools are crowded, with large class sizes and no  
separate learning spaces for special classes, like music 
or art. Moving sixth grade would give elementary 
schools additional instructional space. 

Improving alignment and collaboration: Curriculum 
materials and State learning standards are generally 
grouped into grades K-5 and 6-8. Moving sixth grade 
would better align the curriculum and enhance 
collaboration opportunities.

Addressing developmental needs: Sixth graders 
are considered young adolescents and have more in 
common with seventh- and eighth-grade peers than 
fourth- and fifth-grade students.

Plus: Moving sixth grade to the middle school  
would also increase the time between transitions, 
benefit social-emotional learning, enhance equity, 
improve math acceleration opportunities, and save 
operating dollars. 

29%

38%

33% Maintenance Projects
Health, Safety & Security
6-8 Middle School
Additions/Renovations

Proposed First Floor Improvements: Classroom 
additions, future ready science labs, collaborative 
learning spaces outside the classroom, consolidation 
of student support services into one location,  
cafeteria expansion, kitchen relocation, library  
upgrades and reconfigured student drop-off area.

Proposed Lower Level Improvements: Classroom 
additions, future ready science labs, collaborative 
learning spaces outside the classroom and a new 
larger main gym.

Proposed First Floor Improvements: Classroom 
additions, future ready science labs, collaborative 
learning spaces outside the classroom, consolidation 
of student support services into one location, cafeteria 
renovation, kitchen relocation and library upgrades.

Proposed Second Floor Improvements. Future 
ready science labs. 
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   With borrowing costs near historic lows 
and construction costs continuing to 
rise, the Board of Education believes this 
is the right time to address the District’s 
highest priority capital facility needs.

“
”-  Darren Hughes 

Board President 
Downers Grove Grade School District 58

FACILITY PLANNING UPDATE | Q&A

Proposed Improvements to District 58’s Middle Schools

Learn more at www.dg58.org/facility-planning.

Scan the QR code to watch  
videos about District 58’s  
capital facility challenges, 
or go to www.dg58.org/videos.


