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Background

• Strategic Plan Goal (2018)
• Evaluate the implementation and outcomes of instructional programming 

and delivery models (pre-K, K-5, 6-8).

• Instructional Model Review Council
• Convened in Spring 2019
• Charged with studying the 6-8 Middle School model to determine if the 

District should consider the feasibility of reconfiguring the schools to serve 
grades K-5 and grades 6-8.



Benefits of reconfiguration
• Improved Alignment—Curriculum materials and State learning standards 

are arranged in K-5 and 6-8 strands. Our buildings are not. 
• Improved Collaboration—Having 6-8 staff working in the same buildings 

would improve collaboration and interdisciplinary interaction.



Benefits of reconfiguration
• Increased time between transitions—Students would spend three years 

in middle school buildings, extending the time between transitions and 
creating stronger school-family connections.
• Developmentally Appropriate—Sixth grade students are considered 

young adolescents and have more in common with their seventh and 
eighth grade peers than fourth and fifth grade students. Reconfiguration 
would support their developmental needs.



Educational benefits—improved instruction

Instructional standards are 
rigorous, yet all sixth-grade 
subjects are taught in elementary 
school classrooms by a single 
teacher. A middle school model 
would allow teachers to become 
subject matter experts.



Educational benefits—access to science labs
Sixth graders cannot fully access the learning experiences outlined in the State 
standards because there are no labs in the elementary schools. Sixth-grade 
students do not receive complete instruction in the Chemistry unit included in 
our newly adopted 6-8 Science curriculum.



Educational benefits—increased math opportunities
Having all students in two buildings will create additional opportunities for 
math differentiation and acceleration.



Social emotional learning (SEL) benefits

A middle school team concept promotes collaboration, provides small 
group learning opportunities, and fosters opportunities to build strong 
relationships. 

Fully embracing the middle school model will improve social emotional 
learning, provide flexibility for scheduling and student support, and 
create an environment where students can flourish academically.



Additional benefits

• Alleviate overcrowding at the elementary school buildings, 
particularly on the north side of the Village.
• Create programming equity at the middle schools by right-sizing 

the buildings.
• Increase access to after-school sports, including cross country and 

track. The DuPage Metro Valley conference includes sixth graders 
but logistics don’t permit D58 sixth-grade students to participate.



Additional benefits

• Promote operational savings--we are currently purchasing 
curricular materials (teacher editions, etc.) for 25 sixth-grade 
classrooms in 11 buildings. If the schools are reconfigured, we 
anticipate needing approximately 10 sets of materials to equip the 
two middle schools.
• Align D58 with other DuPage County districts—Only one other 

district is using a 7/8 configuration.



Q&A



Next steps
• Wednesday, January 22, 2020, 6:00-8:30 pm
• Review proposed solutions to capital facility needs
• Review financing options and tax impact analysis
• Develop recommendations re: sharing and testing 

Grades 6-8 Model

• Additional Meetings (dates TBD)
• March 2020
• June 2020



Questions, comments, other…
• Dr. Kevin Russell

Superintendent

krussell@dg58.org

(630) 719-5800

• Additional Resources/Support:
• Facility Planning website: www.dg58.org/facility-planning

• District website: www.dg58.org

• Documents & Related Needs:

Melissa Jerves, Sec’y to Superintendent/Board Sec’y

630-719-5803

mjerves@dg58.org

mailto:krussell@dg58.org


Thank You!
Darren Hughes
Board President

District 58

Citizen Task Force


